
Reading – Our Core Texts This Term 

This term we will be introducing our new topic ‘Paws, claws and wagging tails.’ To explore 

the theme of animals, we will be reading the following stories: 

Week 1 and 2 – ‘Mog and the Vet’ by Judith Kerr. This story is about a cat called Mog who 

doesn’t like going to the vet, but when she hurts her paw she needs to make a visit. Before 

her paw can be made better, she makes sure everyone knows how unhappy she is to be 

there. 

Week 3 – ‘Dear Zoo’ by Rod Campbell. This is an interactive flap book, all about what 

happens when you write to a zoo asking for a pet. The zoo sends lots of different deliveries, 

each one containing a different animal. Will they ever find the perfect pet? 

Week 4 and 5 – ‘Oi Dog!’ by Claire Gray and Kes Gray. This is a funny story all about rhyming, 

where "Cats sit on mats and frogs sit on logs.” Frog decides that he does not want to sit on a 

log, so he changes the rules. 

We will be placing a key focus on asking children to make predictions about what a book is 

about by looking at the cover, and talking about what might happen next. 

 

 

We will also continue to work on our phonics knowledge in Read Write Inc lessons, to 

improve the fluency of reading. 

Writing  

Weeks 1 and 2 –  The teachers will each have an injury that they need to go to the doctors 

for, but like Mog, they are afraid. We will be writing a persuasive letter to encourage Mog 

and the teachers to go to the doctors and vet. We also be using our sequencing events skills 

from Maths to retell the story. We will be exploring different feelings by creating an emoji 

feelings board. 

Week 3 – A suspicious parcel will arrive in the classroom each day along with different items 

needed to care for the animal. We must use our investigation skills to identify the animal 

and why it is not a suitable pet. We will use this to write fact files about each of the animals. 

We will then be writing back to the zoo to ask for a different animal.  

Week 4 and 5 – The animals are not behaving themselves. They are all in school, but not 

following the rules. What a lot of nonsense! We will be looking at writing different rhyming 

words and which sounds show how they rhyme. We will be using our phonics skills to read 

and write nonsense words. We will use this to write a list of rules and instructions the 

animals must follow. 

We will be focusing on simple sentence structure. Using the simple  

sentences within the books to model to the children how to write  

sentences, using finger spaces, capital letters and full stops. 

 

 

We will also be focussing on improving our segmenting skills when spelling and we will do 

this by using our Fred Fingers to pinch the sounds in the words that we wish to write.  

Maths  

Activities will be linked to the themes in our core texts 

Week 1 – We will be organising and sequencing events and 

learning to use the language of time (O’clock) and days of the 

week. 

Week 2 – We will be subtracting by removing objects from a 

group or counting backwards. We will look at what the “–“ and 

“=” symbols mean and how to read a subtraction sentence. 

Week 3 – We will be learning how to talk about distance thinking 

about where each of the animals have travelled from, and where 

they would normally live. 

Week 4 – We will be looking at what the “+” and “=” symbol 

means, how to read and solve an addition sentence. 

Week 5 – We will be ordering items based on their capacity and 

volume, using the vocabulary of “full,” “empty,” “half full.” 

Investigation Area  

We will be learning about Spring and new life and linking this to our core texts. We will be 

introducing the children to some key vocabulary “wild,” “pet,” “adult,” “child” and 

“lifecycle.” We will also be exploring lifecycles and growing and changing (puppy to adult 

dog, human baby to human adult). As well as thinking about caring for animals and self-care. Expressive Art and Design  

We will be creating props to support our role play as vets, zoo 

keepers and delivery drivers. We will build and create different 

animal habitats, enclosures, cages, carriers and transporters. We 

will be using our ideas to design and create toys, beds and other 

items needed to care for pets and wild animals. We will explore 

using animal footprints to create patterns and different textures 

to represent fur, scales, feathers. 

PSHE  
We will be exploring ‘Keeping safe.’ Looking at  

potential dangers and how to take appropriate responsibility for your own safety. We 

will: 

 explore what feeling safe and being healthy means. 

 look at how to access help and support and help others. 

PE  

We will be using dance and yoga to develop our balance and 

movement skills. We will be looking at the different ways animals 

move and how we mimic them. How we can walk tall like a 

giraffe, slither like a snake or jump like a kangaroo. We will be 

introducing the children to repeated actions and getting them to 

focus on working in teams to create an animal dance. 

 

Yoga 

RE 

We will be exploring the Easter story and linking this to Spring and 

welcoming new life. We will explore how and if people celebrate Easter and 

other special family celebrations? 

Celebrations 

We will be helping the children to 

celebrate Mothers’ Day by creating 

different cards and pictures for them to 

bring home. 

 

Music  

We will be exploring how to create a music to 

mimic different animals, linking this to PE; how 

music can represent different ways of moving 

and create different images in our heads. 


