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Message from the Headteacher

Attendance Congratulations
Week 18 October – 22 October

Dear Parent/Carer,

Classes with 96% and above attendance:
EYFS – Nursery
KS1 – 2KD
KS2 – 4FL, 5AB

We've made it to the end of a very challenging yet
successful term. The children at Lime Academy
Abbotsmede have been an absolute credit to the
school, as always.

Celebrating Punctuality
Lowest number of late marks:

As a school, we are saying a sad farewell to Mrs
Boland, who has been a dedicated staff member at
Abbotsmede for 12 years. Mrs Boland has made
the decision to retire from her role of Finance Officer
and is very excited to be spending some well-earned
time with her husband, who is also retiring. They
have plans to spend some quality time with their
beloved grandchildren and also have some exciting
travel plans in store. Mrs Boland has been a
tremendous support to me over the years. She will
be greatly missed by all in the Trust. We wish you all
the best for the future!
In other news this week, I was kindly invited into Mrs
Phelps' phonics lesson, which was very exciting as
they were making pizza linked to their Read Write Inc
book. Thank you to Mrs Phelps and the Year 1 and 2
pupils. The pizza was delicious!
We have some very exciting work taking place over
the October half term. The work will be taking place
on the Key Stage Two playground. I'm not going to
reveal too many details, but I have a feeling there
will be some very excited children when we return to
school in November. There may be some alterations
in terms of the Key Stage Two gates. Further
information will be provided on this.
I'd like to say a huge thank you to all of the children
and staff for their relentless hard work over the half
term and hope you all enjoy a well-deserved half term
break.

Mr Dobson
Headteacher

Events
25 Oct – 29 Oct
31 Oct
9 Nov

Half Term
Deadline for Secondary
School applications
School Photos
(individuals only)

11 Nov

Remembrance Day

11 Nov

Flu jabs – visit 1

7 Dec

Flu jabs – visit 2

17 Dec

End of term (1.30pm
finish)

School Office Opening Hours
Our office team is here to make sure that school
runs smoothly on a day-to-day basis. You will be
aware that at certain times of the day it can
become very busy and we are considering ways
to improve efficiency.
The office is open from 8:30am – 4.00pm for
general enquiries.
For any enquiries relating to admissions
(including Nursery, New starters, In-Year
Transitions and Secondary school places), please
visit us between 09.30am and 2.30pm.

School Photos

Applying for a Secondary School

The School Photographer will be in School on
Tuesday 9th November to take your child’s School
Photo. Information on how to pay for your child’s
photo will be sent out nearer the time.

The online portal to apply for a Secondary School
place is now open. You can apply through the
Peterborough
admissions
website
on:
www.peterborough.gov.uk/admissions.
You have until 31st October to apply on time.

Communication for parents
ONLINE SAFETY POST.
You may well be aware of a Netflix TV series called ‘Squid Game’.
Released in mid-September, it is now the most popular series on Netflix. However, it has a certificate rating
of 15 years old due to its extreme violence, and so it is not suitable for primary aged children
Please follow the below link to understand the basis of Squid Game and the potential risks to young people
who might be exposed to it.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-acrossplatforms-what-parents-need-to-know
Squid Game’ Trending across Platforms: What Parents Need to Know | National Online Safety
Netflix’s Squid Game is set to become the streaming service’s most successful show of all time, with huge
numbers of viewers taking to social media to discuss each new episode. An unexpected success in terms of
viewing figures, Squid Game’s popularity is beginning to spread across various online platforms.
nationalonlinesafety.com

Absence Procedures
If your child is absent you must:
Contact the school on the first day of absence and keep us informed thereafter via the absence line, directly
at the school office or via the Arbor app.
If your child is due to have a planned medical appointment or procedure/operation, you must notify the
school in advance and provide documentary evidence in the form of an official letter or appointment card.
Where possible, make appointments outside of school hours.

‘Squid Game’ Trending across Platforms: What Parents Need to Know

What is Squid Game?
Netflix’s Squid Game is set to become the streaming
service’s most successful show of all time, with huge
numbers of viewers taking to social media to
discuss each new episode. The South Korean
thriller features
some scenes of
fairly
brutal
violence and is rated 15 by the BBFC. It follows a
group of adults who compete to win innocent-looking
playground games, but who are killed if they do not
succeed at the tasks.
An unexpected success in terms of viewing figures,
Squid Game’s popularity is beginning to spread across
various online platforms. There has been a slew of
content created – ranging from memes to apps – that
convey the violence of the show, so it is important for
parents, carers and educators to understand the basis
of Squid Game and the potential risks to young people
who might be exposed to it.
What are the hazards for children?
Squid Game’s 15 rating has not prevented clips and
images from the show being uploaded onto social
media sites such as TikTok, with the #SquidGame
hashtag being viewed more than 22.8 billion times.
There have been reports of children who have accounts
on these platforms inadvertently viewing gory, explicit
scenes from the programme, and parents and carers
should be mindful of the prevalence of these uploads.
The popularity of the programme has also led to online
challenges based on various scenes, which see people
taking part in seemingly innocent children’s games. On
the show, however, characters are executed if they
fail in the game – and videos of people pretending to
kill each other after competing in Squid Game-style
contests are going viral on social media, where they
are easily accessible to children.
What is the Squid Game Challenge app?
Squid Game Challenge (also known as K-Game
Challenge) is an app for smartphones and tablets that
has been released for Android and iOs, and the two
systems differ significantly on their age ratings for the
game. The iTunes Store rates the app as 12+ (advising
of “mild/infrequent horror/fear themes”), while the
PEGI rating for Android is just 3+, which
means that very young children might be able to
download and play the game even with parental

controls activated on their device or through Google
Play. The gameplay is frequently interrupted by popups and ads (sometimes appearing while the user is
rapidly tapping their screen while attempting to
complete the challenge). This could easily lead to
unwanted purchases or accidental visits to
inappropriate sites beyond the app.
What can trusted adults do?
As a parent or carer, keep a watchful eye on the
content that your children are viewing. Speak to them
openly and chat about how they have been spending
time on their devices; let them ask questions, too.
Ensure that the parental controls are activated on your
child’s device and that age-restricted child profiles are
properly set up any on-demand services available
through the family TV (such as Netflix, in this case) to
prevent inappropriate content being streamed.
If you see your child replicating the challenges from the
show or hear them talking about scenes and characters
from Squid Game, it would be a timely opportunity to
discuss with them that the programme is not intended
for children, that much of the content would be
inappropriate for their age, and that the violence in the
series is very realistic and often upsetting.
Have you thought about joining National Online
Safety?
Sign up with us today and get instant access to
hundreds of free information guides on the latest apps,
games, devices, and online risks – including streaming
services, age restrictions and how to set up parental
controls on phones and tablets.
If you’re a school, becoming a certified National Online
Safety member gives you unlimited access to our
comprehensive range of webinars, courses and
explainer videos, all developed by experienced experts
in the education sector and addressing online
safeguarding topics relevant to your school.
If you’re a parent, you can also download our brandnew free app which puts our award-winning online
safety resources literally at your fingertips, through any
smartphone. Member schools can also download the
app and unlock all of our courses, webinars and
resources: so staff will always have instant mobile
access to practical guidance on the ever-changing
digital world.

