Risk Assessment
Academy / School

Assessment No.

Lime Academy Abbotsmede

Site

Abbotsmede

Subject of Assessment

Location

2

Peterborough

Operational risk assessment for school reopening in September to all pupils

Assessed by

Date
LD, MM, RM, HS, MC

Review date

Ongoing

1.9.2021
Updated 11/21
Updated 1/22

Details of
workplace/activity

Managing the school site during the Covid 19 Pandemic
Managing increasing pupil and staff numbers at school during the
Covid 19 Pandemic

Persons Affected
(Who may be harmed)

Premises team, staff, pupils, parent/ carers and visitors

What are the
hazards?

Prevent
transmission

Who might
be harmed
and how?

What are you doing already?

Staff
Pupils
Visitors

•
•

•

•

minimise contact with
individuals who are unwell by
ensuring that those who have
coronavirus (COVID-19)
symptoms, or who have
someone in their household
who does, do attend school
clean hands thoroughly more
often than usual
ensure good respiratory
hygiene by promoting the
‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
introduce enhanced cleaning,
including cleaning frequently
touched surfaces often, using
standard products such as
detergents and bleach
where necessary, wear
appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPE)

What further action is necessary?

Any pupil who is presenting with COVID-19
symptoms will be held in an isolation room
(medical room) whilst they wait for collection.
Staff supervising the child will have access to
PPE.
Continued hygiene measures applied across the
school:
• washing hands more often and for 20
seconds, using soap and water or hand
sanitiser when:
o Coming into school or arriving
home
o Blowing nose, sneezing or
couching
o Visiting other places
o Eating or handling food
o Visiting the toilet
o Performing medical or care
routines with children after
wearing latex gloves
o Returning to the building after
break times
• Hand sanitiser is available to all staff and
should be used
• By the door of each classroom, group
room, office, halls and staff room there is
a station with hand gel and tissues. Each
classroom has a lidded bin so that
children can discard their used tissue in
the bin and use the hand gel immediately
afterwards.

Risk level
(Very high,
high,
medium,
low)
Medium

Action
by
whom?

SLT

Action by
when?

01/09/2021

Done

•

During meetings that are held in person,
staff should aim to sit with their year
group teams.

•

PPE available for each class, if necessary,
to reduce the risk of spreading the virus
for higher risk injuries or pupils. These
will be replenished as necessary.

•

Any PPE that has been used must be
double bagged and stored safely for 72
hours before being disposed.
Face coverings are no longer mandatory
but are available for staff who wish to
wear them.
Cleaning of equipment is strongly
encouraged, particularly outdoor play
equipment in Nursery and Reception.
Ventilation in classrooms and around the
school building is increased.
CO2 monitors are in place around the
school building.
Anyone who lives with someone with
Covid who hasn’t been double
vaccinated (if over 18) is still required to
self-isolate for the 10 days – there is no
early release.

•

•

•
•
•

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW
Response to
any infection

Staff
Pupils
Parents
Visitors

•
•

•

be led by the NHS Test and
Trace process
manage confirmed cases of
coronavirus (COVID-19)
amongst the school community
contain any outbreak by
following local health
protection team advice

•

•

Plan and steps in place for any pupils that Low
show symptoms of COVID-19 within
school.
Staff members and parent/carers will be
fully informed to ensure that they
understand the NHS Test and Trace
process and how to contact their local
Public Health England health protection

SLT
All staff
Parents/
carers
PHE

01/09/2021

•

Contingency
planning for a
further
outbreak

Staff
Pupils
Visitors

•

•

In the event of a local
outbreak, the PHE health
protection team or local
authority may advise a school
to reintroduce stricter
measures. Schools will need a
contingency plan for this
eventuality.
Stricter measures may include:
o Re-introducing class
bubbles.
o Reverting to classbased lunches.
o Limiting all nonessential visitors to
school.
o Postponing all nonessential events.
o Re-introducing remote
learning for individual
classes for 10 school
days.

•
•
•

•

team through regular school
communication.
School will take swift action when they
become aware that someone who has
attended school has tested positive for
COVID-19.

Outbreak management plan in place in the
event of a further outbreak.
Remote learning set up and in place.
Staff rotas in place to minimise contact,
whilst ensuring roles can be carried out both
in school and remotely.
School to enforce stricter measures if
necessary.

November 2021 update:
Request LA support if the number of cases (PCR
positive) within 10 days among children or staff
who have mixed closely:
•
•
•
•

Increases rapidly or
5 (2 for special schools and boarding
schools) or
10% (e.g. in a setting with 20 children
this would be 2) or
Single hospitalisation or death due to
Covid
Education establishment must complete
the Support request form to access
additional support.

SEE ‘APPENDIX 2 RESPONSE TO ENHANCED
RESPONSE AREA’ BELOW

Low

PHE
SLT

01/09/2021

Enhanced
Response
Areas

Staff
Pupils
Visitors

•

•

•

In this phase of continued
caution while managing the
risks of COVID-19, the
Government continues to work
with local authorities. The
Government, informed by the
data, such as case rate growth,
and local insights, provides
national support to local areas
which need an enhanced
response to ensure there is no
danger of the NHS facing
unsustainable pressure.
The support is provided for a 5week period, and includes the
option to deliver extra testing
within targeted areas, the
provision of logistical support
to maximise vaccine uptake,
and further help for local
campaigns.
Assets are available for use by
Local Authorities in Enhanced
Response Area to supplement
centrally funded
communications.

Measures in school include:
•
•
•

•

Face coverings for staff in
communal areas
Staff socially distance and
staff meetings are virtual.
All visitors to schools must
wear face coverings in
school buildings.
All non-essential events
where parents visit schools

SEE ‘APPENDIX 2 RESPONSE TO ENHANCED
RESPONSE AREA’ BELOW

Medium

SLT
All staff

01/11/2021

•

are moved to being held
virtually.
Promotion and monitoring
uptake of twice weekly LFD
testing in Primary school
(staff)

*In all cases – the community
COVID position and school cases
should be considered.

Cleaning

Staff
Pupils (if not
completed to
the
appropriate
standard)

•

More frequent cleaning
procedures should continue to
be in place across the site,
particularly in communal areas
and at touch points including:
o Taps and washing
facilities,
o Toilet flush and seats,
o Door handles and push
plates,
o Handrails on staircases
and corridors,
o Lift and hoist controls,
o Machinery and
equipment controls,
o All areas used for
eating must be
thoroughly cleaned at
the end of each break,
including chairs, door
handles, vending
machines and payment
devices,
o Telephone equipment,
o Keyboards,
photocopiers and

•

If you have been informed that someone has
tested positive with covid-19 then any
area/room they have accessed should
undergo a thorough clean.

•

Ensure the COSHH risk assessment for
cleaning/caretaker activities has identified
the correct process and PPE to be worn.

•

Cloths must be washed at a high
temperature on site.

•

Cleaning staff must follow strict handwashing
guidance to wash hands and forearms with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

•

Frequent sanitising of sand and water trays
with refreshed sand at regular intervals.

•

Malleable play materials refreshed regularly
in EYFS

•

Role play items and soft furnishings regularly
cleaned.

Medium

SLT
Cleaning
staff
Site
staff

01/09/2021

other office
equipment, classroom
desks and chairs.

•

Frequent cleaning of equipment, particularly
outdoor play equipment in Nursery.

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW
Bubbles

Staff
Pupils

•

Bubbles are no longer in place,
however mixing across year
groups is kept to a minimum
and only implemented when
necessary when beneficial for
pupil learning. A record of this
will be kept in case track and
trace get in contact.

•

If advised to re-instate bubbles, the school
will evaluate staffing and pupil needs and reinstate the bubbles and the control measures
previously used in school to keep bubbles
separate wherever possible.

•

Year group bubbles will be implemented.

•

Staggered start and end of the day along
with staggered break times and lunch times
will be reintroduced to minimise contact
between year groups.

Low

All staff

01/09/2021

Low

All staff

01/09/2021

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW
Attendance

Staff
Pupils

•
•
•

Attendance is compulsory for
all children.
All children MUST attend
school unless they are ill.
From 16th August 2021,
children under 18 years 6
months (or double vaccinated
adults) do not need to selfisolate if a member of their
household or a contact has
COVID.

•

•

If attendance restrictions are advised across
an area, the government will publish detailed
operational guidance for settings.
The school will continue to provide highquality remote education for all pupils or
students not attending site.

•

The school will deliver remote education
for pupils not on site that meets the
same quality and quantity of education
that pupils would receive in school, as
outlined in remote learning plans

•

The school will continue to provide
meals/lunch parcels or food vouchers for
pupils eligible for benefits-related free school
meals while they are not attending school
because of COVID-19 isolation guidelines.

•

•

Lateral Flow
Tests

Staff

•

Testing to be administered
twice a week until the end of
September in line with
government guidance,

In Primary Schools all vulnerable children,
children of critical workers, children in
reception, year 1 and year 2 will still be
eligible to attend. If attendance is restricted
further, only vulnerable children and children
of critical workers will still be eligible to
attend.
In all circumstances, priority must be for
vulnerable children and children of critical
workers.

•

Procedures in place to maintain contact with
vulnerable children and young people when
they are absent from school.

•

In terms of the updated guidance around the
new Omicron variant:
o it is a choice to follow the shortened
route of isolation – pupils choosing
to continue to follow the 10-day
route will still be recorded as a Covid
authorised absence.

•

DfE or public health may require schools to
increase the use of home testing by staff.
The school may move to daily testing if there
is an outbreak.
In light of the Omicron variant, isolation has
moved to 7 days, which is dependent upon
negative lateral flow tests on day 6 and 7.
LFD tests should be taken on days 6 and day
7, at least 24 hours apart, and if both tests
are negative, they can leave self-isolation as
soon as they have a negative result from the
second test, provided they do not have a
raised temperature.

•
•

•

Low

All staff

01/09/2021

•

•

If both the LFD test results are negative, it is
likely that you were not infectious at the
time the tests were taken. To further reduce
the chance of passing COVID-19 on to others,
if you end your self-isolation period before
10 full days you are strongly advised:
o to limit close contact with other
people outside your household,
especially in crowded, enclosed or
poorly ventilated spaces (classrooms
are not considered poorly ventilated
– CO2 monitors, try where possible
to socially distance)
o to work from home if you are able to
(If possible, this should happen but it
may not be practical to keep children
in face to face education)
o in addition to venues where it is a
legal requirement, to wear a face
covering in crowded, enclosed or
poorly ventilated spaces and where
you are in close contact with other
people
o to limit contact with anyone who is
at higher risk of severe illness if
infected with COVID-19 (make other
staff aware of someone returning
with an LFD release from selfisolation)
o to follow the guidance on how to
stay safe and help prevent the
spread
You should not take any more LFD tests after
the 10th day of your isolation period and you
may stop self-isolating after this day. This is
because you are unlikely to be infectious
after the 10th day of your isolation period.
Even if you have a positive LFD test result on

•

the 10th day of your self-isolation period you
should not take any more LFD tests after this
day.
People who are fully vaccinated, or children
and young people aged between 5 and 18
years and 6 months, identified as a close
contact of someone with COVID-19, should
take an LFD test every day for seven days and
continue to attend their setting as normal,
unless they have a positive test result or
develop symptoms at any time.

SEE ‘APPENDIX 3 FLOWCHART’ BELOW
Lunchtime
Catering
facilities

Staff
Pupils

•

Consideration should be made
for food service and how this
will be managed and how
social distancing can be
achieved in the school kitchen
and dining areas
o Serving food
o Queuing
o Different lunch periods

•
•

•
•
•

Each year group will continue to have a
staggered entry into the lunch hall.
Food will be plated for pupils by lunchtime
staff. Cutlery to be on tables for pupils by
lunch time catering staff.
Screen in place at serving hatch to protect
pupils and staff.
Thorough cleaning of tables between each
sitting.
PPE available for lunchtime staff but this is
not mandatory.

Low

Catering
staff

01/09/2021

MDS
Cleaning
staff

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW
Fire Safety

Staff
Pupils
Visitors

•

•

Personal Emergency
Evacuation Plans (PEEPs) must
continue to be in place for
those staff that continue to
work in the school and any
pupils that access the school
site, which should include lifts.
Ensure all emergency escape
routes / doors are fully
operational and kept clear.

•

•
•

Review Fire Safety Policy with regards
evacuation areas and how this can be
achieved with whole school.
During an evacuation staff and children must
leave through the nearest fire exit
Fire Marshall plan in place

Low

SLT
Site
staff

01/09/2021

Access/Egress
of school
building

Pupils
Parents
Staff

•

Wipes and sanitiser available at
entry and exit points.

•
•

•

•
•

Systems in place for entrance and exit to and
from school site.
Parents to be reminded about making well
informed actions whilst on school grounds
e.g. needing to stay with their child until they
are collected to reduce unnecessary
congestion.
Priority must be given to disabled users and
those identified as having health related
issues.
Provide relevant guidance to parents on drop
off and pick up arrangements.
Improved signage around the school
premises to remind everyone to be aware of
the virus.

Medium

SLT

01/09/2021

Site
staff

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW
First Aid

Pupils
Staff

•

•

Where there may be limited
staff, the requirement to
provide suitable first aid cover
to all staff and students has
been assessed with suitable
first aid or paediatric first aid
provided. Access to first aid
facilities is maintained and the
school suitably stocked with
first aid sundries.
Staff or pupils with medical
needs have been assessed and
relevant consents are in place.
Staff have been trained in the
use of medications and
increased level of control
applied, to include the use of
PPE if required.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Procedure in place with step by step
instructions for if somebody displays
symptoms of COVID-19.
First aider identified and available. Where
possible, first aid will be carried out by the
adult within the year group. First aid kits in
classroom to be used by that one group.
Additional supplies available within the
immediate area to replenish first aid kits
when necessary.
PPE available to each class if necessary to
reduce the risk of spreading the virus for
higher risk injuries or pupils.
Any PPE that has been used must be double
bagged and stored safely for 72 hours before
being disposed.
MDAs can carry out basic first aid within their
bubbles at lunchtime, using their small first

High

SLT
All staff

01/09/2021

•

Staff/Pupils
within the
shielded group

Staff
Pupils

•
•

•

Shielding is currently paused.
All staff expected to be
available for work and in
school.
Shielding can only be
reintroduced by national
government.

•

•

aid kits. These should be replenished at the
end of each lunchtime.
Increased capacity in terms of first aid.

In the event of a major outbreak or Variant
of Concern (VoC) that poses a significant risk
to individuals on the shielded patient list
(SPL), ministers can agree to reintroduce
shielding. Shielding would be considered in
addition to other measures to address the
residual risk to people on the SPL, once the
wider interventions are taken into account.
The school’s contingency plan covers this
possibility.

Medium

SLT

01/09/2021

Low

Site
staff

01/09/2021

If shielding is reintroduced, the following will
take place;
•
•
•
Contractors

Visitors
Pupils
Staff

•

All contractors must provide a
suitable and sufficient risk
assessment for the activities
they carry out which must
include covid-19.

•
•
•
•

Staff risk assessments carried out and to be
reviewed regularly.
Pupil risk assessments carried out and to be
reviewed regularly
Risk assessments to be reviewed if there are
new variants.
Revised Covid-19 guidance for contractors
available on arrival.
Contractors can only enter the site by prior
appointment.
Contractors/visitors to wear masks whilst on
site
Visitors to school are limited to reduce risk of
transmission.

SLT

Hygiene

Pupils
Staff
Visitors

•

•

Face coverings
and Personal
Protective
Equipment

Staff

•

•
•

School
Staffroom

All staff

•
•

Dedicated
school
transport,
including
statutory
provision

Pupils

The school has a suitable
SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
supply of soap and access to
warm water for washing hands. PLAN’ BELOW
Appropriate controls are in
place to ensure the suitable
sanitisation of pupil’s hands
following breaks, before meals
and following the use of toilets.

Low

Face coverings are no longer
required, however if
circumstances alter, the school
will ensure stricter measures
are in place.
Face coverings available to all
staff.
Re-usable PPE should be
thoroughly cleaned after use
and not shared between staff.

Low

Staffroom is available to all
staff.
Designated areas for staff are
still in place to avoid
unnecessary overcrowding.

It is important to consider:
• how pupils are grouped
together on transport.
• use of hand sanitiser upon
boarding and/or disembarking
• additional cleaning of vehicles
• organised queuing and
boarding where possible

•
•
•

•

PPE available from medical room.
Increased PPE stock ordered.

Site
staff

01/09/2021

Cleaning
staff

SLT

01/09/2021

Site
staff

If advised to by public health or DfE, the
school will temporarily re-instate the wearing
of face coverings more widely and this may
include communal areas and/or classrooms
for both staff, pupils, and visitors.
The school will follow previous exemptions
for their use. Any educational drawbacks in
the recommended use of face coverings will
be balanced with the benefits in managing
transmission.
Low

SLT

01/09/2021

Low

SLT

01/09/2021

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW

•
•

Very low number of children are eligible for
free school transport.
PCC guidance followed.

Learning
outside the
classroom
(day trips,
etc.)

Pupils
Staff

•

Educational visits, days trips
etc are able to go ahead and
are planned for.

•

•

Extracurricular
activities
(coaches,
tutors, after
school)

Pupils
Staff
Visitors

•

Schools are able to work with
external coaches, clubs and
organisations for curricular and
extra-curricular activities
where they are satisfied that
this is safe to do so. Schools
should consider carefully how
such arrangements can
operate.

•

•
•

The school will seek/ follow the advice from
The Local Authority, Public Health, & the DfE
to determine if visits and activities are safe
and appropriate to undertake or need
postponing in the event of a VoC, high levels
of cases in the community or a serious
outbreak in the school.
The schools will limit access to the site for
parents/carers and visitors to essential visits
if needed.

Low

SLT
SLG

01/09/2021

Sports coaches familiar with safety measures
in place and kept fully informed of any
changes
Sports coaches to wear masks whilst in the
school building.
Sports coaches are to limit their movement
around the school and aim to use the
outdoor environment for lessons wherever
possible.

Low

SLT
SLG

01/09/2021

Low

SLT

01/09/2021

Teachin
g staff

SEE ‘APPENDIX 1 OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
PLAN’ BELOW
Signage

Pupils
Staff

•

Signage is provided to inform
staff and pupils of the
continued risk of COVID-19

Signage is in place across the school to remind
pupils and staff about the continued threat of
the virus and importance of hand cleaning.
Parent poster recommunicated with adjustments
and in line with new guidance.
Parent flowchart and letter sent out informing
new guidance.

Useful Guidance

This risk assessment should be read alongside the latest guidance for education settings operating during COVID (this is not an exhaustive list, and these documents change
frequently so the reader should check they have the most up to date guidance).
•
•
•
•
•
•

Actions for early years and childcare providers during the COVID-19 outbreak.
Actions for schools during the COVID-19 outbreak
Protective measures for holiday and after-school clubs, and other out-of-school settings during the COVID-19 pandemic
Guidance for special schools and other specialist settings: COVID-19
Summer schools programme guidance
Contingency framework: education and childcare settings

It is important to recognise that Local authorities, Directors of Public Health (DsPH) and PHE health protection teams (HPTs) are responsible for managing localised outbreaks
and will recommend some or all of the measures described in the Outbreak Management Plan to individual education and childcare settings – or a small cluster of settings –
as part of their outbreak management responsibilities.

Key Contacts for Support:
Cambridgeshire/ Peterborough Contact Tracing Team: emergencyschool.closure@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
DFE Helpline: 0800 046 8687 and selecting option 1

Appendix 1 – COVID Outbreak Contingency Plan- September 2021
Should my child
self-isolate or miss
school?

•
•

NO

•

•

•

YE
S

Community
COVID Risk

If your child develops COVID symptoms at home, they should
stay at home and should book a PCR test, NOT a Lateral Flow
Test.
If your child develops COVID symptoms at school, they will
be sent home and you should book them a PCR test.
If your child tests positive for COVID, they will need to
self-isolate. The rest of the household does not need to selfisolate if they are under 18 or fully vaccinated- but instead
should book a PCR test.

Description

•

•
Low Community
Transmission.
No School Cases.

•

All children MUST attend school unless they are ill.
From 16th August 2021, children under 18 (or double
vaccinated adults) do not need to self-isolate if a member of
their household or a contact has COVID.
Instead, they will need to book a PCR test but can continue
coming to school so long as they have no symptoms and the
test result is negative.

•

There have been no
cases of COVID within
school for 10 school
days.
Cases of COVID
locally are low and/or
stable.
Hospitalisations/Deaths
due to COVID
nationally are low.

Action

NO COVID measures are necessary
beyond:
• Reminding children of good handhygiene.
• Ensuring good ventilation
encouraged where practical.
• Ensuring children/staff to stay at
home if they have COVID symptoms
(and to book a PCR test)
Staff will continue to test themselves
using Lateral Flow Tests until the end of
September.

•

•

Rapidly Rising
Community
Transmission

•

Number of Cases
•

•
A single child tests
positive

•

No current COVID cases
have been recorded at
school, but…
Cases of COVID are rising
rapidly in the community
causing disruption to other
local schools.
Cambridgeshire Public
Health/Public Health
England issue warnings of
expected local/national
infection wave.

Description
A single child tests
positive for COVID in a
class.
There are fewer than 5
cases in the year group.
No other year groups are
affected.

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Ventilation of classrooms increased
& hand-washing supervised.
Large indoor public performance
audience numbers reduced.
Staff room capacity is reduced.
Whole school assemblies are
replaced with ‘online’ assemblies.
Extremely clinically vulnerable staff
meet with line managers to review
their Individual Risk assessment and
discuss additional protection (e.g.
use of face coverings, reduction in
movement between classes/groups).

Actions
The child self-isolates for 10 days.
Remote learning will be provided if
they are well enough to complete it as
outlined here.
The parents of the child are contacted
directly by NHS Track and Trace to
establish likely contacts.
Likely contacts will be contacted by
NHS Track & Trace and advised to
book PCR Test. The school will
contact parents to advise this if close
contacts are known.
Children do not need to miss school
or self-isolate whilst they wait for the
result of the PCR test unless they
have COVID symptoms.

•

There have been 5 cases of
COVID across a year
group within 10 days
which could mean that
COVID is spreading
within that group of
children.

•
•

•

Despite the measures
indicated above, COVID
cases within the school
continue to rise within a
10-day period with
multiple classes and staff
affected, suggesting that
COVID is spreading
widely throughout the
school.

•

5 children or staff
within a year group
test positive within
10 days of each
other.
OR
3 children or staff in
a single Class/Club
within 10 days.

COVID cases
continue to increase
rapidly within a 10
day period.

As above for each positive case.
The school will discuss the outbreak
with Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Public Health and
agree strengthening protective
measure for 10 school days.
Including:
o Re-introducing staff face
masks for corridor and
communal areas.
o Adapting, limiting or
postponing indoor sporting
events, trips, open days and
performances.
o Reverting to video-link
Assemblies in classrooms.
o Reducing the amount of
classes staff work across.
o Resuming twice weekly staff
lateral flow testing.
Incident management Team meeting
held between the school and
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Public Health to agree further
measures, for a further 10 school
days, including:
o Re-introducing class bubbles.
o Reverting to class-based
lunches.
o Limiting all non-essential
visitors to school.
o Postponing all non-essential
events.
o Re-introducing remote
learning for individual
classes for 10 school days.

The school will inform parents of any changes to COVID measures should these be
needed.

Appendix 2 - Response to the Enhanced Response Area – Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 1st November to the 10th December
Measure
For all Schools
Provide warn and inform information to
identified group where there is a positive case
(e.g. class, year group, common activities
group).
Consider moving activities outdoors, including;
exercise, assemblies and classes
Priority given to activities where large groups
gather and there is a contact between those
who would not usually mix or where singing,
shouting or exercise may be taking place
Reducing mixing of staff e.g. by holding
meetings remotely.
We would recommend that all governor
meetings and monitoring to remain virtual.

Face Coverings to be worn by Secondary
age pupils in communal areas. Primary
schools may wish to consider the same
arrangements for their staff.
All visitors to schools must wear face
coverings in school buildings.

When to implement

Approval process

Confirmed cases in school

School discretion – LA provided letter.

To be considered as a proactive measure under the
current high rates in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough.

Approval for all schools to follow until Friday
10th December 2021.

To apply to all schools for the period of the ERA
where there is evidence, or high risk of transmission
between staff and/or low vaccination rates amongst
staff.
Limit / review necessity for:
staff face to face meetings
onsite CPD, Governor etc. monitoring visits
To apply to all schools for the period of the ERA

To be considered by all schools for the period
of the ERA (to the 10th December)

To apply to all schools for the period of the ERA

Schools to implement immediately. Activity
can
continue but with this measure in place.
Schools to implement immediately

To apply to all schools for the period of the ERA
All non-essential events where parents visit
schools are moved to being held virtually.
For Schools with confirmed outbreaks (not all measures will be necessary – agreed on a case by case basis)
Advise school to provide outbreak information to
On outbreak in school
whole setting community
Recommend a one-off PCR test for a wider
In the case of an outbreak.
group or cohort

Schools to implement immediately

Implemented following a supportive call.
Implemented only following a supportive call.

Measure
Daily LFD testing for close or household
contacts (identified by NHS Test and Trace or
the setting) while awaiting the results of a PCR
test
Introduce methods to reduce intergroup mixing
(for example separate break times, staggered
entry etc.) – the ringfencing of classes

Promoting social distancing and reducing
crowding.

Increased frequency of LFD testing (staff and
secondary aged or above pupils only) including
daily testing where case numbers are very high
amongst an identified group or cohort. This
should be done for a minimum of 5 days,
increasing to 7 days as necessary to ensure the
final test is taken on a school day.
Extending daily LFD testing for close or
household contacts (identified by NHS Test and
Trace or the setting) while awaiting PCR results
to a minimum of 5 days, increasing to 7 days as
necessary to ensure the final test is taken on a
school day.
Note: this can be applied in secondary and in
primary, at parent/guardian discretion.

When to implement
For schools that have triggered the contingency
framework and in affected groups in school – not a
whole school approach
Note: this can be applied in secondary and in
primary, at parent/guardian discretion.
Evidence, or high risk of inter-group spread within the
setting (e.g. not via siblings or out of school
activities). This measure is most likely to be effective
when there is substantial mixing between classes and
most likely to be proportionate when implementing
does not disrupt lesson planning.
It may be appropriate to consider limiting staff
crossing between groups
When evidence, or high risk of transmission between
groups or where there is evidence of significant
transmission within the setting.
This may include reducing the number of children
gathering together (for example in assemblies) and
minimising pinch points in the school day
Limit:
whole setting activities
Reintroduce:
staggered start/ finish times at secondary and college
staggered parent drop off/pick up times at primary and
early years
Identify the daily testing cohort
Advise on local processes for accessing test kits if
necessary
Plus:
Clear comms: to parent / carers and on your setting
website

Approval process
Implemented only following a supportive call

When evidence, or high risk of transmission between
groups or where there is evidence of significant
transmission within the setting.

Incident Management Team
If evidence of, or high risk, of infection reseeding from identified close contacts
(including household contacts)

Implemented only following a supportive call
and where required.

Implemented only following a supportive call
and where required.

Following agreement from an Incident
Management Team meeting

Measure
Temporary reinstating face coverings in
communal areas and/or classrooms for
pupils/students / staff (primary age children
should not be advised to wear masks)

When to implement
Where there is high community transmission and/or
high risk of transmission within the setting AND a
cohort who can reasonably apply this measure. If
other ventilation measures are hard to apply this may
be recommended as an addition.

Approval process
Incident Management Team and agreement
from all parties include DfE and UKHSA

Any closure of provision should only happen with the agreement of all key partners including the Director of Public Health (an IMT plus meeting).
Outbreak definition
You can request LA support if the number of cases (PCR positive) within 10 days among children or staff who have mixed closely:
• Increases rapidly or
• 5 (2 for special schools and boarding schools) or
• 10% (e.g. in a setting with 20 children this would be 2) or
• Single hospitalisation or death due to Covid
Education establishment must complete the Support request form to access additional support.
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