
 

   

 

 

 

Reading and Phonics 

 This term we will be introducing our new topic ‘Wonderful Winter.’ Some of the books 
we will be exploring for this theme will include: 

Lost and Found (Oliver Jeffers) 

One Snowy Night (Nick Butterworth) 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes (Jan Fearnier) 

The Gingerbread Man (Miriam Latimer) 

 

The books for this theme provide opportunities for the children to hear stories set in 
cold weather in our own country and in cold places around the world. The children get a 
chance to compare contrasting environments and the animals that live there. These 
books support the children’s understanding of friendships and working with others to 
solve problems. Rhythm and rhyme is an ongoing key feature to support the learning in 
reading and language skills.  

In phonics, the children will start to learn their set 2 sounds and practise blending the 
sounds together to say words. They will also be working on recognising that printed 
sounds pushed together make blended words that they can read. The children will be 
exposed to ‘tricky’ red words around the learning environment and in their lessons 
which they may use for talking, reading and writing.  

 

 Writing 

The children will be supported to continue to develop their writing by applying the knowledge they have gained in their 
daily phonics sessions. This may be a few letters throughout the word they can hear and want to write, or it may be 
whole words. This half term the focus will be on improving letter formation and sizing to achieve writing that other 
people can start to read, so there are opportunities to write for a purpose and to communicate meaning.   

As the children start to recognise good models of writing in school, they will start to produce more complete pieces of 
writing, building up to thinking of and writing their own simple sentences. They may communicate their drawings 
through words or simple captions, write about something that happened in a story or about something they have done 
themselves.  

All children will be encouraged to continue to develop their ability to write their own name with the 
correct letters, shaping and size as often as possible.  

Communication and Language 

Language is one of the most important skills that children develop and need support from adults to model good talk 
and vocabulary. This half term, we will be encouraging the children to start to ask questions and answer them. Curiosity 
about the world and new learning will provide them with lots of new vocabulary that they will be starting to apply to their 
own talk and may even use their new words in other contexts.  



 

Maths                                                                                      

During this half term, children will learn to: 

 Count up to ten objects 
 Represent, order and explore numbers to ten 
 One more or fewer, one greater or less 
 Days of the week, seasons 
 Sequence daily events 
 Explore addition as counting on and subtraction as 

taking away 
 Counting and sharing in equal groups 
 Grouping into fives and tens 
 Relationship between grouping and sharing 

Our Theme                                                                     

Our theme of Wonderful Winter gives children knowledge 
about the natural world, the changes that colder weather 
brings to the outdoors and what it means for us as humans. 
This theme also allows children to explore contrasting 
environments and the animals that live in cold weather 
places, how they survive and what life is like there. They 
will also look at their own local environment, the ways that 
animals behave in order to survive the cold weather and 
what they need. Celebrations such as Pancake Day and 
Valentines Day may be highlighted to give children an 
understanding of these special events and how they might 
enjoy them with their families and the school community.  

Expressive Art and Design 

The theme of Wonderful Winter provides great 
opportunities for creating weather-related scenes, either 
in play, through performance or in artistic ways with a 
wide variety of materials and medium. The natural world 
will be the inspiration for imaginative play with small 
world characters and the children will be encouraged to 
bring the stories shared as a class to life through play and 
inventing their own narratives.  

Physical Development 

In the outdoors, the children 
will explore their 
environment and play with 
natural materials that may 
have been impacted by the 
colder weather. In PE the 
children will be taught how 
to develop the skills that 
were introduced in the 
Autumn term by enjoying 
more complex movements.  

 

PSHE                                 

As the children’s 
friendships begin to 
develop and they form 
relationships with adults in 
school, we will be 
supporting them to find 
ways to solve problems 
together and show 
resilience in the face of 
challenge, much like the 
characters in our books. 
 

Understanding of the World 

This theme allows children to compare their 
experiences in the outdoor world, using rich language to 
describe what they hear, see and feel. They will learn 
about habitats and what animals need to survive the 
cold weather as well as using technology to find out 
about other parts of the world and what life is like for 
people there.  

Important dates 

New PE day: Tuesday 

Change reading book: Friday 

 

 

 


