
 

 
 
 

 

Reading 

This term we going to be reading two books in class. Firstly, we will be reading a historical narrative 
called ‘Escape from Pompeii’ this is about two children from ancient Rome who use to freely 
explore the beautiful city before one fateful day the volcano Vesuvius erupted.  
Secondly, a historical first-person fictional narrative called ‘Roman Diary’ by Richard Platt. When 
Iliona is captured by pirates and sold as a slave to a Roman family, her world changes forever! The 
children will discover how people lived nearly 2000 years ago and how it felt to be at the centre of 
the most powerful empire on Earth! Each week, we will be focusing on a different reading strategy 
to develop our reading skills. Some of the reading strategies we will be focusing on are: 
- Predicting 
- Questioning 
- Making Connections 
- Clarifying 
- Inference 
- Summarising 

 Writing 

In English, pupils will continue to use the ‘Write Stuff’ approach, to build texts by carefully creating a series of sentences, using different 
‘lenses’.  

The children will be working on sentence stacking for an adventure story based on the story ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit. 
They will also write their own diary entry, based on the events from ‘Roman Diary’, our reading text for this term.  

During the last week of each unit, the children will be asked to complete an independent writing task. The children will be focusing on 
punctuation, speech, fronted adverbials, paragraphs and sentence structures. 

Maths  

Measuring and Perimeter: The children will be exploring measuring 
in cm and mm, converting between the two. After gaining a solid 
foundation they will move onto understanding perimeter and how 
to measure this.  

Multiplication and Division. The children will be exploring and 
representing multiplication and division problems, explore the 
concept of commutativity and how multiplication and division are 
connected and explore the relationship between the 4 and the 8 
times tables. 

Deriving Multiplication and Division Facts. Building on the previous 
unit, the children will be exploring how certain times tables are 
connected and explore related multiplication facts, as well as 
learning the 4 and 8 times tables, as these need to be secure by the 
end of Year 3 

 

Science  

In Science, we will be focusing on our forces and magnets topic. 
We will be checking our understanding of key vocabulary and 
recapping our understanding of fair testing and carrying out 
scientific investigations.. 

History 

This term we will be learning about Ancient Rome, focusing 
particularly on its impact on Britain at the time. We will explore 
everything there is to know about the Romans, for example; 
where they lived, their way of life, the food they ate and famous 
events from the time of the Roman Empire, linking closely to our 
texts in both Reading and Writing. 

Art and Design 

We will be exploring different materials in a collaging topic this 
half-term. Children will look at creating patterns through drawing 
mandala’s and then moving onto creating their own collage of a 
Roman tile, linked to our history topic. 

RE  

In RE, the children will continue to 
explore Christianity, focusing on 
the miracles of Jesus in the New 
Testament. 

PSHE  

In PSHE lessons the focus is 
around ‘managing safety and 
risk’. Pupils will look at some of 
the benefits and consequences 

Design and Technology 

In this unit, pupils will consider the durability of fabrics.  They will 
design and make a functional and hardwearing product. 



 
of taking risks in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts.  

Computing 

The children will continue to 
use the iPad to cover a 
breadth of learning across 
many subjects. However, 
they will be focusing 
primarily on how to send and 
reply to emails both 
efficiently and safely in ICT 
lessons. 

Music 

In music, the children will be singing 
in rounds, composing their own 
verses and introducing more 
complex melodies. 

PE 

In PE, the children will be 
focusing on cognitive skills in 
groups using different 
footwork techniques. They will 
build on their understanding of 
how thought-process and 
communication is vital when 
participating in group physical 
activities. 

MFL 

Throughout this term, we will 
be learning how to introduce 
ourselves, share our feelings 
and ask the same of others in 
French. 

Important dates 

Thursday 9th January 2025 – pantomime performance in school 

for children 

Friday 7th February 2025 – NSPCC Number Day 

Thursday 13th February 2025 – After school event, disco 

 

 


